American Mathematical Society meets here Nov. 3-4

from Staff Reports

or the first time, the
F Department of Mathematical
Sciences at MTSU will host a
meeting of the American Mathemati-
cal Society.

Scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday, Nov. 3-4, the Fall Southeast-
ern Meeting of the AMS will feature
keynote addresses from leading
mathematicians, along with 16 special
sessions that will allow participants
to present and learn about a host of
research topics.

All sessions and keynote address-

es will take place in the Business and
Aerospace and John Bragg Mass
Communication buildings.

To date, more than 300 mathe-
maticians from more than 30 states
will be on campus that weekend,
sharing results and ideas on topics
ranging from financial mathematics
to algorithmic methods in algebra.

Research from 12 MTSU math
faculty members will be presented at
the meeting, and nine of the special
topic sessions have been organized or
co-organized by MTSU math faculty.
In all, 17 members of the math
department will be presenting, host-
ing special sessions or serving on the

organizing committee.

They include Drs. Michaele
Chappell, Curtis Church, Wandi
Ding, James Hart, Don Hong, Jason
Johnson, Abdul Khaliq, Jacob
Klerlein, Rong Luo, Yuri Melnikov,
Diane Miller, Don Nelson, Terrence
Quinn, Zachariah Sinkala, Chris
Stephens, Xiaoya Zha and Ping
Zhang.

The AMS is the largest profes-
sional organization for research math-
ematicians in the country.

To host a regional meeting, uni-
versities must have organizing com-
mittees apply to the AMS several
years in advance. The organizing

committee must propose or solicit
engaging topics for special sessions,
provide evidence that the sessions
will attract speakers and show that
the university has sufficient resources
and facilities to provide a pleasant
environment for the participants.

MTSU was one of several south-
eastern universities applying for the
November meeting. While location
played a role, MTSU was selected pri-
marily because of the number and
diversity of the special topic sessions
proposed.

For specific information about the
meeting, please visit the AMS Web
site at www.ams.org.
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INAUGURATING THE NEW CLASS—Nobel economics laureate and MTSU alumnus Dr. James M. Buchanan, third from right, joins the celebration of the inaugural class of
the Buchanan Fellows, the new University Honors College program for 20 incoming freshmen that includes four years’ paid tuition, special seminars and academic opportuni-
ties. The Buchanan Fellowship is the highest award given to entering freshmen at MTSU. Joining Dr. Buchanan in cutting the cakes are MTSU President Sidney A. McPhee, cen-
ter, and, from left, Buchanan Fellows Danielle Rutherford, Nellery Marty, Jordan Cox and Colby DeHart, Honors College Board of Visitors Chairman (and Dr. Buchanan’s
nephew) Jeff Whorley, Buchanan Fellow Elizabeth Henegar, Liz Bradley (Dr. Buchanan’s sister), and Buchanan Fellows Aaron Scherer, Michelle Ebel, Chelsea Curtis, Jessica
Taylor, Robert Smith, Jonathan Siler and Taffeta O'Neal. Not pictured are inaugural Buchanan Fellows Alex Blackwelder, Robert Bridgers, Meghan Davis, Aaron Larson, Rick
Skelley, Jordan Timmons and Andrew Trivette. For more on the Buchanan Fellowships, visit honors.web.mtsu.edu/buchanan_fellows.htm.
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