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ABSTRACT:

As reported by the United States Distance Learning Association (USDLA), it is imperative in today’s society to bring together learners from widespread locations for live interactions and relationships.  One institution, Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU), has come to recognize the importance of this message and has made a great deal of growth in making progress in this area.  One particular program, the Master of Science in Teaching (MST) Mathematics, has developed and created an outstanding program that has been developed for teachers in the surrounding areas and offers approximately two-thirds of its program by compressed video with two-way communication.  As a consequence, many mathematics teachers, or teachers who have an interest in mathematics, have been able to further their education while at the same time not travel a distance to take courses.  This has proven to be a successful mechanism for offering such a program in the Middle Tennessee area and has allowed the institution to reach a wider audience.

While offering courses in the MST Mathematics program through compressed video format, faculty and students have had to make adjustments to a learning environment that is somewhat different than the traditional classroom.  The Best Practices (initially drafted by the Western Cooperative for Educational Telecommunications) offers insight into offering courses and/or programs through an electronic medium.  Two points that have been instrumental to course development and implementation have been that:

· education is best experienced within a community of learning where competent professionals are actively and cooperatively involved with creating, providing, and improving the instructional program; and

· learning should be dynamic and interactive, regardless of the setting in which it occurs.

Both points have led to the development of a strong program that allows faculty and student interactions, observations, and support for each other.

In this paper I will present some of the factors that influence how courses are offered through compressed video (distance education format), how faculty can support providing such courses for pre- and inservice teachers, and how students (pre- and inservice teachers) can operate successfully in such a learning environment.  I will also share findings (from students at the remote sites – off campus) that illustrate a great deal of learning can occur without a “live” teacher.
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