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TEACHING METHODS AND TECHNIQUES
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	Natural Approach

· Terrell, Tracy

· Krashen, Stephen

Terrell developed a Taxonomy of Language Development:

Preproduction

Early Production

Speech Emergence

Intermediate Fluency

Fluency

	language acquisition occurs only when students receive comprehensible input
	5 Assumptions

· Language Acquisition and Language Learning are Fundamentally Different Processes

· Comprehension Input Slightly Above the Student's Current Ability

· The Central Role of Editing

· The Role of Student Feelings

· The Natural Order of Language Acquisition
	· A classroom reading and listening comprehension lesson can be divided into three steps-an introduction to the reading or listening selection, reading and listening activities and follow-up or review activities.

· Process Writing

· In the foreign language classroom the student must be both confident of success and motivated

· Is it possible to design a curriculum that reflects this natural order? How much input through listening and reading is necessary before language emerges?
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	Total Physical Response

Asher, James J.
	Understanding the spoken language before developing the skills of speaking. Imperatives are the main structures to transfer or communicate information. The student is not forced to speak, but is allowed an individual readiness period and allowed to spontaneously begin to speak when the student feels comfortable and confident in understanding and producing the utterances. 

	combines information and skills through the use of the kinesthetic sensory system. This combination of skills allows the student to assimilate information and skills at a rapid rate. As a result, this success leads to a high degree of motivation
	TECHNIQUE 

Step I The teacher says the commands as he himself performs the action. 

Step 2 The teacher says the command as both the teacher and the students then perform the action. 

Step 3 The teacher says the command but only students perform the action 

Step 4 The teacher tells one student at a time to do commands 

Step 5 The roles of teacher and student are reversed. Students give commands to teacher and to other students. 

Step 6 The teacher and student allow for command expansion or produces new sentences. 
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	Direct Method

Francois Gouin and Charles Berlitz
	This approach was developed initially as a reaction to the grammar-translation approach in an attempt to integrate more use of the target language in instruction.
	Second language learning should model first language learning in that it should be learned 'directly'; grammar is taught inductively with no explanations, the learner's first language is not used in the class, and new vocabulary is introduced by demonstration. 
	Lessons begin with a dialogue using a modern conversational style in the target language. Material is first presented orally with actions or pictures. The mother tongue is NEVER, NEVER used. There is no translation. The preferred type of exercise is a series of questions in the target language based on the dialogue or an anecdotal narrative. Questions are answered in the target language. Grammar is taught inductively--rules are generalized from the practice and experience with the target language. Verbs are used first and systematically conjugated only much later after some oral mastery of the target language. 


	Differentiated Instruction


	a teaching theory based on the premise that instructional approaches should vary and be adapted in relation to individual and diverse students in classrooms
	three elements of the curriculum can be differentiated: Content, Process, and Products
	· Clarify key concepts and generalizations

· Use assessment as a teaching tool to extend versus merely measure instruction

· Emphasize critical and creative thinking as a goal in lesson design

· Engaging all learners is essential

· Provide a balance between teacher-assigned and student-selected tasks
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	Notional-Functional Approach

Finocchiaro, M. & Brumfit, C.
	This method of language teaching is categorized along with others under the rubric of a communicative approach. The method stresses a means of organizing a language syllabus. The emphasis is on breaking down the global concept of language into units of analysis in terms of communicative situations in which they are used.
	Notions are meaning elements that may be expressed through nouns, pronouns, verbs, prepositions, conjunctions, adjectives or adverbs. The use of particular notions depends on three major factors: a. the functions b. the elements in the situation, and c. the topic being discussed.

Functional Categories of Language:

· Personal

· Interpersonal
· Directive
· Referential
· Imaginative
	Personal-  expressing one’s thoughts and feelings; clarifying and/or arranging one’s thoughts and ideas

Interpersonal-  lessons and experiences that build social and working relationships; introductions, making phone calls, asking questions

Directive-  making requests, suggestions; giving warnings, directions; establishing guidelines, deadlines

Referential-  talking or reporting about things; identifying, defining, explaining, comparing, discussing, evaluating

Imaginative-  discussions involving elements of creativity and artistic expression
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	Content-Based Instruction 
	Genesee (1994) suggests that traditional methods often disassociate language learning from the rest of the student's day as well as from cognitive, academic, and social development. Content-based instruction is part of an integrated approach that brings these domains together. The benefits of studying language through subject content are evident in students' language and content acquisition.

Such an integrated, holistic approach is based on the premise that when students are engaged in meaningful activities they acquire language, including writing, as naturally as they learned to walk and talk.
	Content-based instruction is a method of teaching foreign languages that integrates language instruction with instruction in the content areas. In this approach, the foreign language is used as the medium for teaching subject content, such as mathematics or social studies, from the regular classroom curriculum.
	· Thematic

· Incorporates Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences

Lessons should include

· Language in Use

· Vocabulary

· Subject Content

· Culture

· Grammatical Structures

· Essential Materials

· Activities

· Assessment

SIOP- Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol
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	Communicative Approach 

Berns, Margie
	The communicative approach could be said to be the product of educators and linguists who had grown dissatisfied with the audiolingual and grammar-translation methods of foreign language instruction. They felt that students were not learning enough realistic, whole language. They did not know how to communicate using appropriate social language, gestures, or expressions; in brief, they were at a loss to communicate in the culture of the language studied. Interest in and development of communicative-style teaching mushroomed in the 1970s; authentic language use and classroom exchanges where students engaged in real communication with one another became quite popular. 
	Communicative language teaching makes use of real-life situations that necessitate communication. The teacher sets up a situation that students are likely to encounter in real life. Unlike the audiolingual method of language teaching, which relies on repetition and drills, the communicative approach can leave students in suspense as to the outcome of a class exercise, which will vary according to their reactions and responses. The real-life simulations change from day to day. Students' motivation to learn comes from their desire to communicate in meaningful ways about meaningful topics.
	Classroom activities maximize opportunities for learners to use target language in a communicative way for meaningful activities. Emphasis on meaning (messages they are creating or task they are completing) rather than form (correctness of language and language structure) - as in first language acquisition.

Classroom should provide opportunities for rehearsal of real-life situations and provide opportunity for real communication. Emphasis on creative role-plays/ simulations/ surveys/ projects/ playlets - all produce spontaneity and improvisation - not just repetition and drills.

More emphasis on active modes of learning, including pairwork and group-work - often not exploited enough by teachers fearful of noisy class.
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	Comprehension Based Learning 

Postovsky, V.A.
	
	
	Uses silent feedback- pointing, drawing, etc.

	CALLA

Chamot, Anna

Cognitive Academic Language Learning Approach
	Based largely on findings of studies on cognition
	the model integrates academic language development, content area instruction and explicit instruction in learning strategies for both content and language acquisition
	Metacognitive Strategies: used in planning for learning, self- monitoring, and evaluating achievement. 

Metacognitive Knowledge: understanding one's own learning processes, the nature of the learning task, and the strategies that should be effective. 

Cognitive Strategies: manipulating the material to be learned through rehearsal, organization, or elaboration. 

Social/Affective Strategies: interacting with others for learning or using affective control for learning


Performance Skills vs. Receptive Skills

Performance (or productive) skills are more demanding because the learner has to know the correct pronunciation or spellings, endings, word meanings, structures, and the rules of usage.

· Speaking & Writing, where the language user makes the language

Receptive skills function as a rich source of linguistic and cultural input and in turn help in enriching the output.  

· Listening & reading, where the language user doesn’t make language

From “Test at a Glance”

5. Which of the following approaches to language learning makes the greatest use of active participation, including gestures, and bodily movement?

(A) Cognitive Approach

(B) Total Physical Response
(C) Natural Approach

(D) Direct Method

6.  A high school student who has recently arrived in the U.S. is now enrolling in a beginning ESOL class.  The student exhibits the following characteristics:  strong literacy skills in the native language, above-average intelligence, shyness, and a tendency to be a perfectionist.  Based on this information, the teacher can most reasonably expect which of the following?

(A) Faster progress in reading and writing than in speaking
(B) Exceptional participation in classroom discussions

(C) Above-average progress in all language areas

(D) Below-average progress in auditory-discrimination skills

7.  Which of the following would be most appropriate as a first step in the writing process for ESOL learners who are writing essays about a content area?

(A) Having them develop semantic maps
(B) Having them write a first rough draft

(C) Having them plan for graphic effects and essays’ final appearance

(D) Having them discuss the rubric for evaluation of their essays

Code-Switching

A common feature of the speech of bilinguals, where a speaker changes from one language to another during a conversation with another bilingual from the same language background.

Language Acquisition

The process of picking up a language through meaningful conversation the way children pick up languages. There is no study of forms and grammar. Acquisition is contrasted to learning a language through conscious study of forms. In Krashen's acquisition-learning hypothesis, acquisition is far superior to learning because it is language that is acquired that is available for fluent, rapid, and natural speech. Acquisition will occur when a learner is exposed to meaningful, comprehensible input.

BICS and CALPS- Theorized by James Cummins

Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills
Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) are language skills needed in social situations. It is the day-to-day language needed to interact socially with other people. English language learners (ELLs) employ BIC skills when they are on the playground, in the lunchroom, on the school bus, at parties, playing sports and talking on the telephone. Social interactions are usually context embedded. They occur in a meaningful social context. They are not very demanding cognitively. The language required is not specialized. These language skills usually develop within six months to two years after arrival in the U.S.

Problems arise when teachers and administrators think that a child is proficient in a language when they demonstrate good social English. 

Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
CALP refers to formal academic learning. This includes listening, speaking, reading, and writing about subject area content material. This level of language learning is essential for students to succeed in school. Students need time and support to become proficient in academic areas. This usually takes from five to seven years. Recent research (Thomas & Collier, 1995) has shown that if a child has no prior schooling or has no support in native language development, it may take seven to ten years for ELLs to catch up to their peers. 

Academic language acquisition isn't just the understanding of content area vocabulary. It includes skills such as comparing, classifying, synthesizing, evaluating, and inferring. Academic language tasks are context reduced. Information is read from a textbook or presented by the teacher. As a student gets older the context of academic tasks becomes more and more reduced.

The language also becomes more cognitively demanding. New ideas, concepts and language are presented to the students at the same time.
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